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Women Doing IT for Themselves

- Emphasises the positive factors that have led women to IT in
recent years, instead of focusing on barriers

- Analyses women’s chronological pathways from childhood

- Brings in-depth qualitative and quantitative data material
collected over several years

This open access book explores what makes women decide to pursue a career in
male-dominated fields such as information technology (IT). It reveals how women
experience gendered stereotypes but also how they bypass, negotiate, and challenge
such stereotypes, reconstructing gender-technology relations in the process. Using
the example of Norway to illuminate this challenge in Western countries, the book
includes a discussion of the “gender equality paradox”, where gender equality exists in
parallel with gender segregation in fields such as IT. The discussion illustrates how the
norm of gender equality in some cases hinders rather than promotes efforts to
increase women's participation in technology-related roles.
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